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Abbreviations 

APRFAPI: Agency for the Protection of the Right to Free Access to Public Information 
SAO: State Audit Office 
SEC: State Election Commission 
SCPC: State Commission for the Prevention of Corruption 
RNM: Republic of North Macedonia 
PRA: Public Revenue Authority 
CRRNM: Central Registry of the Republic of North Macedonia 
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INTRODUCTION 
Although in the last few years, there has been progress in the transparency of political parties,1 due to the joint efforts and activities undertaken by the Agency for the Protection of the Right to Free Access to Public Information (APRFAPI) and the International Republican Institute (IRI), it still needs to be improved to help prevent corruption, but also to increase the trust of the citizens in the parties. Cooperation continues with actions not only to raise the level of transparency, but also the level of accountability and responsibility of political parties to the public, all to prevent corruption, but also to increase the trust of citizens in the parties. It is this guide that aims to help the parties further improve their transparency and encourage them to publish as much information as possible of interest to citizens, including information that they are not legally obliged to publish, and give a more complete picture of their actions and goals, that is, information that encourages active transparency.  
In this guide, the benefits of increasing the active transparency of the parties will be presented, as well as the current situation, the obligations of the political parties arising from the positive regulations in the Republic of North Macedonia will be presented, as well as the information and documents that the political parties are expected to publish proactively, although this is not explicitly projected in a legal provision. 
1 Danche Danilovska-Bajdevska (2023). Index of Transparency of Political Parties in the Republic of North Macedonia (2023), International Republican Institute.
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1. Significance of the transparency of political parties and the current situation in the Republic of North Macedonia
The transparency of political parties and participants in election campaigns, especially in terms of finances, is a mechanism for preventing corruption. Information about the income of political parties and participants in election campaigns2 provides insight into the influences of private interests on policy-making and possible clientelistic connections.3 Of course, to get the complete picture, it is necessary to have an insight into the expenses of the political parties.  
Second, the parties, in addition to private sources, are also financed from the state budget. Hence, the parties are practically financed by all citizens in the country, which means that they must be transparent and accountable to them. 
Third, the transparency of political parties can lead to the strengthening of citizens' trust in them. Namely, for every country it is extremely important that the citizens have confidence in the public institutions.4 Considering that the parties are the bridge between the public institutions and the citizens5 that is, that parties are the political actors through which citizens realize their expectations and demands,6 trust in them also affects trust in public institutions.  
Transparency of the parties can be reactive – when they provide information and documents after a previously submitted request to them, as well as active7﹘ when they self-initiatively publish information and documents about them without a request being made to them.8 Active transparency is more effective in terms of strengthening citizens' trust because nowadays it is much more likely  






2 Considering that a participant in an election campaign is not always the same as a political party, so a participant can be a coalition of political parties, an individual supported by a certain political party, and so on.  
3 Sara Janeska, Misha Popović (2022), Best European Practices of Financial Transparency of Political Parties – Policy Brief, International Republican Institute and Institute for Democracy Societas Civilis – Skopje, p. 9, accessed through: https://idscs.org.mk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/01-%D0%95european-practices-FT-designed-FINAL-MK.pdf (after next access: 04.04. 2024). 
4 More in: OECD (2022). Building Trust to Reinforce Democracy: Main Findings from the 2021 OECD Survey on Drivers of Trust in Public Institutions, OECD Publishing, accessed via: https://read.oecd-ilibrary.org/governance/building-trust-to-reinforce democracy_b407f99c- en#page4 (last access: 04/05/2024). 
5 Paulina Szymczak (2016). Transparency of political parties, Informacja Publiczna, пристапено преку: https://informacjapubliczna. org/en/news/transparency-of-political-parties/ (last access: 04/04/2024). 
6 Danche Danilovska-Bajdevska (2023). Index of Transparency of Political Parties in the Republic of North Macedonia (2023), International Republican Institute, p. 1. 
7 It is sometimes called proactive transparency. After all, these terms, at least in RSM, are considered synonyms. 8 We find this definition of active transparency in several documents, for example, the Government's Transparency Strategy (2019 – 2021) and the Government's Transparency Strategy (2023 – 2026), the Active Transparency Index of the Center for Civil Communications, etc. 
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that individuals will search for the information and documents they are interested in in the virtual space, rather than by submitting an access to information request. Therefore, the parties should insist on their active transparency and publish not only those information and documents whose publication is a legal obligation but also all other information and documents that are of interest to citizens. Publication should also be in an open format,9 continuous and comprehensive.  
Political parties should be proactively transparent, ie. publish more documents and information than they have to according to material laws to gain and maintain the trust of the citizens, especially in a state where it is seriously shaken. 
Specifically in RSM, citizens' trust in political parties is extremely low. According to a public opinion survey conducted by the International Republican Institute (IRI) in April and May 2023, 75% of respondents do not trust political parties.10 A useful tool for increasing the transparency of political parties, and thereby opening up space for increasing trust in parties, is the Transparency Index of political parties in the Republic of Moldova. S. Macedonia by IRI, which measures how much information the parties publish on their websites, which is related to their functioning, financial operations and membership.  
Although there is an improvement in the results of the Index measurements in 2021 and 2023, the results of the 2023 Index show that no party has yet achieved excellent active transparency, only three parties have very good active transparency, and active transparency on all others it is rated as good, satisfactory or unsatisfactory. 11 
To encourage parties to be actively transparent, the upcoming text of the Guide offers: 
⮚ review of the relevant regulations in the RSM and the obligations arising from them for political parties 
⮚ tabular representation of which information and documents the parties should proactively publish on their websites in the RSM. 
During the preparation of the tabular display of information and documents that the parties in the RSM should proactively publish, the positive examples from other countries that are offered in a separate document (comparative analysis), the provisions of Macedonian regulations and the Index for active transparency of political parties in RSM made by IRI were taken into account. 

 
9 Open format means a format that allows machine (computer) reading and data processing.  
10 See Center for Insights in Survey Research (2023), National Survey of North Macedonia: April – May 2023, International Republican Institute, p. 22, accessed via: https://www.iri.org/resources/national-survey-of-north-macedonia-april-may-2023/ (last access: 09/04/2024). 
11 Summarized in Antonija Popovska (2023), Transparency Index: No political party has published a list of employees, accessed via: https://meta.mk/indeks-na-transparentnost-nitu-edna-politichka-partija-nema- objeveno-spisok-na vraboteni/ (last access: 04/09/2024).
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2. Legal framework for transparency of political parties in the Republic of North Macedonia
2.1. General about the legal framework 
In RSM, several laws are relevant when we talk about the transparency of political parties. Also, several public bodies have their competencies related to the transparency of political parties.  In general, the legal framework consists of:  
⮞ The law on free access to public information which is a general law, regulates access to public information and stipulates that political parties are holders of information in the area of ​​income and expenditure;  
⮞ The law on political parties which is a general law that governs political parties as a type of organization (association), the general rules of their internal organization and operation, the establishment, and registration of political parties, etc., and where it contains a declarative sentence that the establishment, operation and financial and the material operation of political parties is public;  
⮞ The law on financing political parties where the financing of political parties is regulated, and which, from the aspect of transparency, contains provisions that stipulate which documents and information, related to financial activities, the parties must publish and/or deliver to certain state authorities; 
⮞ The Electoral Code which governs all issues surrounding the elections, and in that connotation also contains provisions which documents and information the participants in the election campaign must publish and/or deliver to certain state authorities.  
2.2. Law on Free Access to Public Information 
    The Law on Free Access to Public Information regulates the conditions, method and rate for exercising the right of free access to public information available to the holders of information (Article 1). Public information is all information in any form created by or available to the holders of information (Article 3, paragraph 1, point 2).  Holders of information, on the other hand, are the following (Article 3, paragraph 1, point 1): 
⮚ state government bodies and other bodies and organizations established by law 
⮚ the authorities of the municipalities, the city of Skopje and the municipalities in the city of Skopje, 
⮚ institutions and public services 
⮚ public enterprises 
⮚ legal and natural persons exercising public powers established by law and activities of public interest and  
⮚ political parties in the area of ​​income and expenditure.  
Given the fact that they are holders of public information, political parties have several obligations arising from the Law on Free Access to Public Information, of which there are three main ones. 
[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]
First, they must name an official person for mediating information, at least one, and maybe more (Article 8). Once they have appointed an official person for mediating information, they should inform the public who the official person is (via their website). Political parties, after they have determined the official person for mediating information, should inform the APRFAPI. If one or more officials are not designated or if the public is not informed about the official, the official or the head of the political party may be liable for a misdemeanour under Article 38 of the Law on Free Access to Public Information. 
Second, political parties must act on requests for access to public information following the Law on Free Access to Public Information and provide information on their income and expenses when requested.  
Articles 12-27 are important in terms of the procedure for dealing with a request for access to information, while in article 28 it is specified that no fee may be charged for access to information.  A fundamental problem that may arise when political parties have to act upon a request for access to information is what will be deemed to be information in the area of ​​income or expenditure. In that direction, political parties should interpret the Law on Free Access to Public Information broadly, i.e. to provide information not only regarding the amount of income and expenses but also about where the income comes from, what the expenses were spent on (specification of expenses), how much of the income is from public and how much from private sources, dynamics of income and expenses in given periods, allocation of income and expenses and the like. Regarding the handling of requests for access to information, the procedure is regulated in the Guidelines for the Implementation of the Law on Free Access to Public Information.12 
Third, political parties must proactively publish information on their website, following Article 10 of the Law on Free Access to Public Information. Article 10, namely, provides that each holder of information should inform the public through its website by publishing: 







12 Official Gazette no. 60/2020.


⮞ the data of their competences;  
⮞ basic contact information, namely name, address, telephone number, fax number, e-mail address and website address; 
⮞ data on the official or responsible person of the holder of the information (biography, contact details and others); 
⮞ the basic contact details of the official for mediating information, including first and last name, e-mail address and telephone number; 
⮞ the basic contact data for a person authorized for protected internal reporting, including first and last name, e-mail address and telephone number; 
⮞ list of persons employed by the holder of the information with position, official e-mail and official phone; 
⮞ laws relating to the jurisdiction of the holder of information; 
⮞ the regulations that the holder of the information adopts within his jurisdiction in the form of by-laws; 
⮞ organogram for internal organization; 
⮞ strategic plans and strategies for the holder's work; 
⮞ annual work plans and programs; 
⮞ annual Budget and final account; 
⮞ annual financial plans by quarters and programs for the implementation of the budget; 
⮞ audit reports; 
⮞ types of services provided by the holder of the information;  
⮞ tariff lists for fees for issuing real deeds; 
⮞ the method of submitting a request for access to information (method of submitting an oral and written request for access to information, as well as a request submitted electronically); 
⮞ the entire documentation for public procurements, concessions and public-private partnership agreements; 
⮞ proposal of programs, programs, views, opinions, studies and other similar documents that refer to acts under the authority of the holder of information, as well as announcements to the public, information bulletins, official bulletins and others; 
⮞ job reports;  
⮞ statistical data on work, as well as other information, acts and measures that affect the life and work of citizens and that result from the competence and work of the holder of information; 
⮞ other information resulting from the competence and work of the holder of the information.  
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    In this sense, doubts may arise as to whether political parties should publish all of the above information (of course, relating to them)13 or only those related to income and expenses. The narrow interpretation would be that the parties, as holders of information in the area of ​​income and expenditure, should act according to Article 10 only in the area of ​​income and expenditure, i.e. to proactively publish only the appropriate information (budget, final account, financial plans).  


However, parties should be inclined to publish more information according to Article 10, and not just minimum information regarding their incomes and expenses, taking into account the importance of their proactive transparency (especially in conditions of extremely low trust from citizens).  Parties in other countries do not only publish income and expenses, on the contrary, they publish significantly more information that allows the citizen to gain an idea about the party, its policies, internal democracy, the way decisions are made, etc. Besides, the parties are the ones that most directly influence the building of policies at the national and local level, and hence they should be open to the public. For example, in our country, citizens, civil society organizations and the media often show interest in employees of political parties.14 Hence, it is highly recommended that political parties demonstrate a high degree of proactive transparency so that they publish on their website not only information about the members of party organs and bodies but also information about employees: number of employees, the average salary of an employee in the party, a way for interested persons to apply for employment in the party and employment procedure, statistical data regarding the gender structure of the party's employees, etc. As a last resort, the parties can also publish a list of employees with contact information of the employees. Also, interest in the property of political parties is often shown, as evidenced by the requests for access to information submitted to the parties. Consequently, the parties should be encouraged to independently and proactively publish information about the property they own, the rent they pay for the use of premises, etc.  
So, concerning the information that will be published on the website of the political parties or that will be given to the information requesters, the fact is that the legislator, when passing the Law on free access to public information, made an explicit distinction between all other entities that are included under the term holders of information and political parties that are holders of information in the area of ​​income and expenditure. This explicit distinction implies, among other things, that political parties are under no legal obligation to publish everything that other holders of information must publish. Any other interpretation, according to which political parties have a legal obligation to publish everything that other holders of information must also publish, will lead us to the question of why then the legislator made a distinction at all between all other institutions and subjects covered by the law (holders of information) and political parties (holders of information in the area of ​​income and expenditure). However, the fact that political parties are not obliged to publish everything that other entities have to publish does not mean that they should not do so. On the contrary, political parties should strive to publish as much information as possible, with the ultimate goal of strengthening citizens' trust in them. In other words, it is recommended that the parties publish all the information they have, which is listed in Article 10 of the Law on Free Access to Public Information. Also, if they receive a request for access to information related to their operations, employees, property they own, etc., they should respond positively. Although in such cases it is not about the incomes and expenses of the parties, it is still about related information that will enable the citizen to create a better picture of the way the political party functions. 






13 For example, they will certainly not publish information on public procurement because they do not conduct public procurement. 
14 The data available to the APRFAPI show that requests for access to information related to their employees have been submitted to political parties on several occasions: number of employees, list of employees, amount of funds paid in the name of salary for each employee from the funds from the RNM budget for regular financing of political parties and the like. 
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Regarding the publication of information on the website, it is recommended parties have a banner or hyperlink on the website that will bear the name "Public Information" or similar.  In this way, the citizen will be able to reach all the desired information with one click and will not have to spend time searching for the desired information.  
Political parties must, following the Law on Free Access to Public Information and the Guidelines, prepare and submit annual reports on the implementation of the law (obligation of the official). The same reports are submitted to APRFAPI and published on the website of the parties. 
The law on free access to public information stipulates that the parties are the holders of information in the area of ​​income and expenditure. Accordingly, they must designate an official to mediate public information, act upon requests for access to information and proactively publish information on their website. 
2.3. Law on Political Parties 
The Law on Political Parties in Article 10 stipulates that the establishment, operation and financial and material operation of political parties is public.  
This provision only confirms the interpretation given earlier that political parties should not publish on their website only information about income and expenses, but also all other information that, in the broadest sense, is related to the aforementioned (establishment, operation, financial and material operation). 
The law on political parties is a general law that regulates their establishment, organization, etc. Hence, it is extremely significant that in its provisions it is determined that the establishment, operation, financial and material operations of the parties are public. To comply with this provision, political parties should publish as much (relevant) information as possible on their websites. 
2.4. Law on the Financing of Political Parties 
As evident from its very title, this law was primarily enacted to regulate the financing of political parties. However, it also contains provisions relevant to proactive transparency, i.e. provisions establishing an obligation for the parties to publish certain documents and information: register of donations (Article 17, Paragraph 5),15 donation report (Article 25), annual account for financial operations (Article 26, paragraph 7) annual financial report (Article 27-a in connection with Article 27). 
This law also stipulates which documents and information the parties should submit to the IRS, SAO, etc., but we will not pay attention to that, considering the fact that it is not the subject of the guide. 
15 Regarding the register of donations, the Rulebook on the form, content and manner of keeping the register of donations applies (Official Gazette No. 126/2014).
12 
2.5. Electoral Code 
The Electoral Code regulates the conduct of the elections in the RNM, but its provisions additionally stipulate obligations to publish information and documents by the participants in the election campaign. Given the fact that the parties are, independently or as part of a coalition, participants in an election campaign (or support a candidate in an election campaign), these provisions of the Electoral Code are also relevant. Thus, the following must be published: a report on donations received on a transaction account of an election campaign (Article 84-b), a total financial report for an election campaign with a specification of the costs of income and expenses in the election campaign (Article 85, paragraph 1) ).16 
Also, the Electoral Code stipulates what the parties must submit to the SCPS, SAO and SEC, but this is not the subject of consideration at this time.  
16 Concerning the preparation of this report, the Rulebook on the form for a report specifying the costs of income and expenses on the transaction account for an election campaign and a report on donations received on a transaction account for financing an election campaign (Official Gazette No. 80/2020, 218/2021).
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3. Information and documents that the parties should publish following the legal framework and comparative experiences
When taking into account the importance of the transparency of political parties (especially considering the broken trust in them), positive comparative experiences, Article 10 of the Law on Free Access to Public Information and other laws in the RNM and the Active Transparency Index we will conclude that political parties should regularly publish numerous information and documents, which can be divided into three categories: 
1. Basic information about the political party 
Information that allows getting to know the political party, its structure and organs, its programs, its membership, that is, the rights and obligations of the members, etc. In the period of elections basic data for the political party will be considered the data for the coalition of which it is a part, candidates for MPs in the Assembly of the RNM from the said political party or coalition, candidates for the president of the RNM or candidates for the local self-government bodies and others. 

2. Information about the finances of the political party 
Information that will enable the citizen to get to know the source of the political party's income, donations and the donors (including non-monetary donations), the amount of expenditure, what the expenditure is used for, etc. 

3. Other information about the operation of the political party 
All other information that cannot be classified as basic information or financial information, and the publication of which is mandatory according to the laws or is of interest to citizens.  

The information provided in the tabular review derives from: the Law on Free Access to Public Information, the Law on Financing Political Parties and the Electoral Code, and some of them do not derive from any law, but their publication is recommended because the comparative analysis shows that political parties from more developed countries publish them.  
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Finally, it is recommended that the parties abandon the current practice of publishing part of the documents in scanned format (PDF) or in other formats that are not computer-readable.  Namely, the parties should strive to publish all information in an open format, that is, a machine-readable format. Additionally, their websites should be searchable. 


       Ultimately, parties in the RNM should adopt the positive experiences of parties in other countries – enable the website visitor to opt-in to receive party information and documents regularly via email.
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Annex 1 – Tabular overview of information and documents that the parties should publish on their websites

	1. BASIC DATA ABOUT THE POLITICAL PARTY

	1.1. Regular operation

	Document/information to be published
	Where do you get the document/ 
the information
	Who should publish it?  
the information
	When the information is published

	Refined text of the Law on Political Parties
	Official Gazette 
	Official person for mediating information in cooperation with competent person/organizational unit for website
	Immediately, and it is updated after every amendment and supplement to the law or after the adoption of a new law

	Refined text of the Law on financing  
the political parties
	Official Gazette 
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	Immediately, and it is updated after every amendment and supplement to the law or after the adoption of a new law




1616 
	Refined text of the Law on Free Access to  
information from public  
character
	Official Gazette 
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	Immediately, and it is updated after every amendment and supplement to the law or after the adoption of a new law

	Refined text of  
The Electoral Code
	Official Gazette 
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	Immediately, and it is updated after every amendment and supplement to the law or after the adoption of a new law

	Purified statute of  
the political party
	General Secretary of the party
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	Immediately, and it is updated after every amendment and addition to the statute or after the adoption of a new statute

	Party program (current and previous programs)
	General Secretary of the party
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	Immediately, and to be updated  
after each modification and  
supplementing a program or adopting a new program for a period

	Basic data for contact with the political party  
(address, phone number, email address)
	General Secretary of the party
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	Immediately if not published, but continuous updating




17
	Contact information from the official/ 
Officials  
to mediate with  
information17
	Mediation official with  
information
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	It is updated immediately and regularly when the change occurs 

	Name and surname and biographies of the president of  
the party, the deputies of the president 
/ the vice presidents, if they exist 
	General Secretary of the party and  
service in the party
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	Immediately, and to update any change of officials

	Name and surname, contact  
data and biography of the general secretary of the party
	General Secretary of the party and  
service in the party
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	Immediately, and to update any change of general secretary

	Names and surnames and  
biographies of the members of the executive bodies (executive board, central board, etc., depending on the title) and the supervisory body (supervisory board or other title)
	General Secretary of the party and  
service in the party
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	Immediately, and to update any change of officials




1 
17 Article 8, para. 2 of the Law on Free Access to Public Information in connection with para. 1, para. 3 and para. 4 of the same article.
1818 
	Information about  
the organizational units are organized according to  
the territorial principle (number, addresses, presidents and contact information)
	General Secretary of the party and  
service in the party
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	Immediately, and to update each change 

	Names and surnames of  
members of the highest collegial body (congress, assembly, etc.)
	General Secretary of the party and  
service in the party
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	As soon as the appointments of the members of the collegial body are finished, and no later than 15 days before its holding

	Party committees and their members
	General Secretary of the party and  
service in the party
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	Immediately, and to be updated after each change

	Decisions on the selection of organs 
	General Secretary of the party and  
service in the party
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	Immediately, and to be updated with each new decision




19
	List of completed  
jobs in the party, with salary information for each filled position and contact information of the persons employed in key positions
	General Secretary of the party and  
service in the party
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	Immediately, and to be updated with each new decision

	Employment advertisements with the title of the position, description of job duties and working hours and estimated net salary
	General Secretary of the party and  
service in the party
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	Every time a position is filled in the party

	Decision on annual  
membership fee18
	General Secretary of the party and  
service in the party
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	Immediately, and to be updated after each change of decision

	Links to social network profiles 
1
	Service in the party 
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	Immediately, and to be updated after each change of profiles




18 It is recommended that, in addition to the decision on the annual membership fee, there should also be a separate field on the website itself through which the person can join, that is, to have an entry form that can be filled out via the website.
2020 
	Rights and obligations of  
the articles (excerpt from the Statute and other relevant acts)
	Service in the party 
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	Immediately, and to be updated  
upon possible modification of  
statutory rights and obligations obligations

	1.2. Additional information and documents to be published during elections

	Document/information to be published
	Where do you get the document/ 
the information
	Who should publish it?  
the information
	When the information is published

	Members of a coalition of parties, according to the concluded coalition agreement
	The general  
secretary of  
the party that will secure the coalition agreement
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	Immediately after concluding the  
coalition agreement

	List of candidates for  
MPs from the coalition or the party with their biographies19
	General Secretary and service in  
the party
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	Immediately after the publication of lists by the SEC20




1 2 
19 If it is about elections for deputies, according to Article 60 of the Electoral Code, after they are determined by the State Election Commission according to Article 142 of the Electoral Code. 
20 Article 142 of the Electoral Code.
21 
	List of candidates for  
Council members, that is, a candidate for mayor from the coalition or party with their biographies21
	General Secretary and service in  
the party
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	Immediately after the publication of lists by the SEC22

	candidate for president,23 if proposed by 30 deputies, with the biography
	General Secretary and service in  
the party
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	Immediately after the publication of lists by the SEC24

	Date of start and end of election campaign25
	SEC 
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	As soon as the SEC announced the start and end of the election campaign




1 2345 
21 If it is a question of local elections, according to Article 60 of the Electoral Law, after they have been determined by the State Election Commission according to Article 142 of the Electoral Code. 
22 Article 142 of the Electoral Code. 
23 If it is a matter of presidential elections, in accordance with Article 59 of the Electoral Code, after they have been determined by the State Election Commission in accordance with Article 142 of the Electoral Code. 
24 Article 142 of the Electoral Code. 
25 Determined in the Rokovnik by the SEC.
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	Elective programs  
campaign
	General Secretary and service in  
the party
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/  
organizational unit for a web page
	Immediately after promoting the program

	Information about election headquarters, offices of election headquarters
	General Secretary and service in  
the party
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	As soon as the bodies of  
the party determines the members of the Election Headquarters, i.e. as soon as an election headquarters office is opened, with regular updates

	Information for volunteers26 
	General Secretary and service in  
the party
	Official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	Immediately after announcing elections

	Code for Fair and Democratic Elections
	General Secretary and service in  
the party
	Official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	Immediately after signing
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	2. INFORMATION ON THE FINANCES OF POLITICAL PARTIES

	2.1. Regular operation

	Document/information to be published
	Where do you get the document/ 
the information:
	Who should publish it?  
the information:
	When it is published  
the information:

	Register of donations27 
	Persons responsible for accounting  
and materially  
operation
	Official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	Within 15 days from the day the six-month period expires

	Report received  
donations28 
1 2 
	Persons responsible for accounting  
and materially  
operation
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	Immediately after March 31 or the day the political party  
submitted the report for the previous year to the IRS and SAO (to which it must be submitted)


26 How to become a volunteer, what are the ways of volunteering, number of engaged volunteers.
27 Article 17, para. 5 of the Law on Financing Political Parties, according to which political parties must publish a register every six months, for the past six-month period. More details about the content, form and way of keeping this register in: Rulebook on the form, content and way of keeping the register of donations (Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia No. 126/2014).
 28 Pursuant to Article 25, para. 1, the political party prepares a report on received donations, and according to para. 2 this report contains the data from the register of donations. Although Article 25 does not explicitly stipulate that the political party is obliged to publish the report, it is positive in practice, especially considering that the register has already been published. It is also worth remembering that if such a report is not submitted to the SAO and the IRS within the stated deadline (March 31), the payment of funds for regular annual funding from the RSM Budget will be suspended. 
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	Annual account for  
financial operations29
	Persons responsible for accounting  
and materially  
operation
	Official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	Immediately after submission to the IRS, CRM and SAO

	Annual Financial  
report30
	Persons responsible for accounting  
and materially  
operation
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	By April 30 in the current year for the previous year. 

	List of real estate owned by the PP
	Persons responsible for accounting  
and materially  
operation
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	After each change

	Final audit  
SAO reports on regular operation 
1 2
	State Audit Office
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	Immediately after the publication of the Final Audit Report by the SAO




29 Article 26, para. 7 of the Law on Financing Political Parties. 
30 Article 27-a in relation to Article 27. The annual report before publishing on the website should be submitted to the SAO by March 31 of the current year, for the previous year. If the annual report is not submitted within the specified period to the SAO, the payment of funds for regular annual financing from the RNM Budget of the political party is suspended (with a decision on suspension by the Minister of Justice). If, on the other hand, the annual report is not published on the website following Article 27a, the party loses the right to regular annual funding from the RNM Budget for three months.
25 
	2.2. Additional information and documents to be published during elections

	Document/information to be published
	Where do you get the document/ 
the information:
	Who should publish it?  
the information:
	When it is published  
the information:

	Report on donations received on an election campaign transaction account31
	Persons responsible for accounting  
and materially  
operation
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page. 
The information should  
published by all political parties in the coalition if they have their website or on the website of the coalition leader.
	Depending on whether it is about elections held in one or two rounds32



31 Article 84-b of the Electoral Code, in relation to the provisions of Article 83-b (Register of donations during an election campaign).
 32 If the elections are held in one round, the participant in the election campaign is obliged on the 11th day of the election campaign, as well as within one day after the end of the campaign, to submit a report with a form on donations received on a transaction account for an election campaign to the SEC, SAO and SCPC. If there is a second round of voting, one day before the second round, the report is submitted to the three institutions mentioned. Immediately after the report is submitted to the specified institutions, it should be published on the website (Article 84-a, paragraph 7).
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	Total financial report for the election campaign (with  
specification of expenses for income and expenses in the election campaign33
	Persons responsible for accounting  
and materially  
operation
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page. 
The information should  
announced by all political parties in the coalition.
	Immediately, and at the latest within 15 days from the day of closing the transaction34 an account opened to collect funds for the financing of an election campaign is submitted to the SEC, SAO and DKSK, and immediately after that it is published on the web 
pages

	Final report of the SAO on the audit of a financial report of a participant in  
election campaign
	Persons responsible for accounting  
and materially  
operation
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page. 
The information should  
announced by all political parties in the coalition.
	Immediately after the Final Audit Report is published




1 2 
33 Article 85, para. 1 of the Electoral Code. Also to be taken into account a rulebook in the form of a report specifying the costs of income and expenses on the transaction account for an election campaign and a report on donations received on a transaction account for financing an election campaign (Official Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia No. 80/2020, 218/2021). 
34 The transaction account for the election campaign is closed according to Article 71, para. 11 within 45 days from the day of publication of the final election results from the held elections for president, elections for deputies and elections for council members in local self-government units and elections for mayor. By closing the transaction account, the only tax subject of the electoral coalition is also deleted.
27 
	3. OTHER INFORMATION ABOUT POLITICAL PARTIES

	3.1. Regular operation

	Document/information to be published
	Where do you get the document/ 
the information:
	Who should publish it?  
the information:
	When it is published  
the information:

	Sheet on public information that the party has at its disposal
	Mediation official with  
information in  
cooperation with persons responsible for legal matters
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	It is immediately and continuously checked for changes

	Method of submission  
on a request for access to public information, place/address for filing, as well as the method of filing a complaint
	Mediation official with  
information
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	It is updated immediately and regularly when the change occurs




2828
	Annual report on  
implementation of the Law on Free Access to  
Public information from the political party to the Agency  
for the protection of the right  
of free access to public information 
	Mediation official with  
information
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	By January 31 of the current year for the previous year

	Amount of reimbursements for costs for mediating information
	Official Gazette35 
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	Immediately, and updated at  
the resulting change in the Government's Decision

	Codes of conduct for members of political parties/holders of public office proposed by political parties
	Mediation official with  
information
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	It is updated immediately and regularly when the change occurs




1 
35 Decision on determining the amount of compensation for the material costs for the given information from the information holders (Official Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia No. 31/2022).
29 
	List of public officials, political party members
	Mediation official with  
information
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	It is updated immediately and regularly when the change occurs

	Information like  
interested citizens to send proposals and ideas for policies and activities to the party
	Mediation official with  
information
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	It is updated immediately and regularly when the change occurs

	Information on how citizens can donate and who they are  
legal restrictions
	Mediation official with  
information
	An official person for mediating information in cooperation with a competent person/ 
organizational unit for a web page
	It is updated immediately and regularly when the change occurs
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