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1. General remarks 
In most countries, the finances and financial activities of the political parties are public. However, regarding their publication, there are different approaches: sometimes the parties themselves should be actively transparent, and sometimes they do not have such an obligation, but only submit the relevant information and documents to the competent supervisory authorities, who then carry out the publication.1 The same applies to the participants in the election campaigns – in general, the information about the finances of the participants in the election campaign should be public, but there are different modalities of publishing the information.2 
Apart from the modalities for publishing information about the finances of political parties, there are also differences in terms of which laws regulate these issues. In some countries, there are special laws for the financing of political parties, where it is stipulated that the parties should be transparent in terms of income and expenses, and in some, the finances of political parties are regulated in the general laws that refer to political parties.3 Also, in non-unitary states, there are relevant laws at different levels – passed by the federal units and the federal government.  
Regardless of whether the publication is made by the party or a competent institution and based oIn this review, several practices of parties in other countries will be presented, i.e, it will be illustrated what the parties publish on their websites.  
1 Some examples in Sara Janeska, Misha Popovic (2022), Best European Practices of Financial Transparency of Political Parties - Policy Brief, International Republican Institute and Societas Civilis Democracy Institute - Skopje, accessed via: https://idscs.org. mk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/01-%D0%95european-practices-FT-designed-FINAL-MK. pdf (last access: 04/04/2024). 
2 Examples of candidate transparency in the United States of America in Artan Suleimani, Viktor Mitevski (2022), Candidate Financial Transparency for US Federal Elections – Policy Brief, International Republican Institute and Association of Young Analysts and Researchers, accessed via https://zmai.mk/wp-content/ uploads/2022/02/03-US-Financial-Transparency-designed-FINAL_MK.pdf (last access: 10/04/2024).
 3 This is the case in Germany, where the federal Law on Political Parties (Parteiengesetz – Part G) contains provisions on public funding and funding from other sources. 
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2. Germany
In Germany, political parties are not covered by the German law governing access to public information.4 
The Federal Law on Political Parties, on the other hand, contains provisions regulating the control of the finances of political parties. Those provisions stipulate, among other things, that information about the finances of political parties is submitted to the President of the Parliament (Bundestag).  
On the website of the Parliament of Germany you can find: 
• The financial reports of political parties 
• Separate notices for all donations that exceed a certain amount.6 
Regarding notifications of donations that exceed a certain amount, the Federal Law on Political Parties provides that when a donation from a natural or legal person exceeds a certain threshold, the party should immediately notify the President of the Assembly, and this is then published on the website of the Parliament. The threshold is currently EUR 35,000. For any donation above that amount, the party must report immediately. Until March 5, 2024, the threshold was EUR 50,000. As for all other donations, less than EUR 35,000, there are no separate notifications for them, but they are part of the financial reports of the political parties.7 
To summarize, in Germany the finances of the parties are transparent, but the obligation to publish them is not on the parties themselves but on the President of the Parliament. Financial reports and special notices for all donations exceeding EUR 35,000 are published on the Parliament's website. The format of the financial statements is .pdf, so it is difficult to process them using a computer. The special notices for donations over EUR 35,000, on the other hand, are published as a table directly on the website, that is, no document has to be downloaded to access them, so these special notices are in an open computer-readable format. 
Despite such a legal framework, parties in Germany are proactively transparent and publish information that is of interest to citizens. Given the fact that they are currently the largest parties in  
4 The literal translation would be the Freedom of Information Act (Informationsfreiheitsgesetz). An English version of this law is available at: https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_ifg/englisch_ifg.pdf (last accessed: 10.04.2024). 
5 See: https://www.bundestag.de/parlament/praesidium/parteienfinanzierung/rechenschaftsberichte/ (last accessed: 11/04/2024). 
6 See: https://www.bundestag.de/parlament/praesidium/parteienfinanzierung/fundstellen50000 (last access: 11.04.2024). 
7 Cornelius Hirsch (2021), German Party Donations: Live Data, Politico, accessed via: https://www.politico.eu/article/germany election-2021-political-party-donations-live-data-tracker/ (last accessed: 11.04.2024). 
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Germany,8 in the following it will be shown what the Social Democratic Party of Germany (Sozialdemokratische Partei Deutschlands - SPD), the Christian Democratic Union of Germany (Christlich Demokratische Union Deutschlands - CDU) and the Union 90/Greens (Bündnis 90/Die Grünen - GRÜNE) publish. 
2.1. Social Democratic Party of Germany (SPD) 
A lot of information can be found on the website of the Social Democratic Party www.spd.de.9 
When the website is accessed, on the home page, three words "Program" (Progamm), "Partei" (Partei) and "Service" (Service) are moved to the upper right corner, and if clicked on opens a drop-down menu.  
The option "Support" (Unterstützen) stands out next to them in a black frame. If it is clicked, a donation can be made to the party. Above them, in turn, there is a hyperlink to the website Meine.sdp.de where members can open their user account, get information related to the party and their membership, receive confirmation of their payments in the form of a donation, and so on. It also has a search option. The website is only available in German.  
[image: ]
Excerpt from the website of the Social Democratic Party:  
www.spd.de (accessed 13/04/2024) 
In terms of active transparency, the most significant are the three drop-down menus that appear after clicking on the words "Program", "Party" and "Services".  
Clicking on the word "Program" in the drop-down menu has the options: European Program, Strong Against Right-Wing Extremism, Respect, Health and Protection, Living, Families, Climate Protection, Digitalization, Pensions, Decisions, Politics, Future Program in the parliamentary elections.10 
8 By number of seats won in the Parliament. 
9 The website is available at: https://www.spd.de/ (last access: 13/04/2024). 
10 The translation was done independently by the author, so some errors or deviations are possible. 
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The visitor can learn a lot about the program commitments of the party at the moment. By choosing one of the options from the drop-down menu, the visitor comes to a section of the website where the party's commitments in the respective sphere are described. No need to download any documents, program excerpts are as text displayed on the page itself. 
By clicking on the word "Partei", the following options appear in the drop-down menu: history, persons, bodies, working groups and forums, and awards. If we select the person option, we get to a page that says "Form an idea about us", and then there are more hyperlinks that lead to separate pages for the party's Executive Committee, the Speaker of the Parliament, their Prime Ministers,11 the statute of the party, the working groups and forums and, what is particularly impressive, the inspiring social democrats, that is, members of the party throughout history. If you click, for example, on the option to see the Executive Board of the party, you will be taken to a web page where there is information when the current composition of the Executive Board has been selected and the persons are listed, along with their photo.12 A biography is attached to each of the members of the Executive Board, which can be accessed by clicking on their name. Also, if you click on the option to see the Prime Ministers from the party or the Speaker of the Parliament, you will be taken to a page where their names and surnames, together with a photo, are listed, and clicking on the name and surname opens a detailed biography about them.  
Finally, if you click on the word "Services" (Service) available on the home page, a drop-down menu opens where the following options are listed: contact, press, dates, jobs, finance and transparency. If the contact option is selected, contact information for the party is obtained, and there is also an opportunity for the website visitor to enter his email address in the appropriate field to receive regular notifications from the party. Selecting the press option opens a page where the persons working in contact with journalists are presented with their first and last names and photos (spokespersons and assistants). If the jobs option is selected, a page is opened where all current job advertisements are presented.13 Finally, if you choose to open the finance and transparency option, a page will open where you can find the following information and documents:  
• Code for performing functions, duties and mandates (.pdf format) 
• Law on Political Parties (hyperlink to the Federal Official Gazette) 
• A text explaining the recent reforms regarding the financing of political parties that the party advocated as the majority in the Parliament 
• Guidelines adopted by the Executive Board of the party for cooperation with sponsors (.pdf format) 
• Overview of the party's income from sponsorships and rental of stands 2001-2023 (.pdf format) 
• Tabular representation of the party's income from sponsorships and rental of stands in all individual years (multiple documents, all in .pdf format) 
• Reports on sponsors and supporters of congresses, conventions and other Party events, by year and by location (.pdf format)14 
• Account statements for each year starting from 1998 to 2022 (.pdf format) 
• Financial statements for each of the years from 1997 to 2022 (.pdf format) 
• Hyperlink to the website of the Parliament of Germany where an overview of donations exceeding the amount of 35,000 euros is given. 
11 It means prime ministers of the federal states in Germany, not federal prime ministers.  
12 See: https://www.spd.de/partei#c75377 (last access: 13/04/2024). 
13 At the time this section of the guide was written, a total of 5 job vacancies were posted on the website. 
14 For example, Report on Sponsorships and Exhibitors at the 2017 Berlin Party Congress.
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Considering the above, it can be concluded that the party is actively transparent, especially if we take into account that there is no legal obligation to publish the information/documents that have been published. It is especially positive that the party publishes information related to finances on its initiative, although it is also published by the Parliament.  
2.2. Christian Democratic Union of Germany 
The home page of the website of the Christian Democratic Union of Germany is www.cdu.de,15 similar to the Social Democratic Party of Germany, it contains a navigation box in the upper right corner – several key terms are offered, and clicking on them leads to more information.  
[image: ]Excerpt from the website of the Christian Democratic Party: www.cdu.de (accessed 13/04/2024) 
15 See: https://www.cdu.de/ueber-uns (last access: 13/04/2024).
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As can be seen from the photo itself, the section entitled "Supporters of democracy - donate now" (Demokratienunterstützen _ Jetzt spendent) is marked in yellow. Next to it is written "Become a member" (Mitglied werden), and on the right next to the icon of a padlock is the mint "CDUplus". Clicking on "CDUplus" leads to a special section containing more information only for party members, and to access it you need to log in with a user account.  
If you click on the word "Current" (Aktuelles) a section of the website opens where there are various news that the party thinks it should share, and there is also the possibility to filter by topics: education and family, economy and finance, security, climate, energy and environment, Germany and Europe, digitalization, CDU, CDU of Germany.  
Clicking on the word "Our themes" (Unsere Themen) opens a section of the website where the visitor can read the party's programs in different domains: labour and social issues, environment, nature and climate protection, economy, foreign and security policy, homeland security, education and science, integration, and more.  
If the visitor clicks on the word "Services for  [image: ]
members" (Service Für Mitglieder) section opens  
from the web page is again hyperlinked  
to the "CDUplus" section, and then there are hyperlinks  
leading to the party's contact information,  
the contact information of the Party Ombudsman 
jata, the creative portal of the party - their members 
newbies can find a user guide on  
party logo, emblems and the like in their own  
activities. After all these hyperlinks, after 
next is the one that leads to important documents of  
the party. Hundreds of documents are available per pair 
that is, they can be accessed through  
click on the button to download the document (in .pdf  
format).  
Documents on the CDU website are searchable. First, a filter can be set so that only documents from the appropriate category will be displayed, and there is also a field where keywords can be inserted to make it easier to find the required document. Among the documents found here are policy briefs, party position papers on certain issues, election programs, decisions of party committees, polls conducted by the party, party statutes, party vital values ​​charter, documents with answers to frequently asked questions and the like. 
Clicking on "About us" (Über uns) opens a section of the website where there are several hyperlinks leading to information about the history of the party, information about the party structure, information about the local offices of the party so that any interested citizen can find out which office is suitable for him according to his place of residence, information on currently open job postings and more. If you click on the hyperlink for the party structure, a corresponding section opens, where the president of the party, his five deputies, the general secretary and his deputy, the treasurer, other members of the praesidium and the members of the advisory board are presented. The name and surname of each of these persons are published, and there is also a photo of the person above it. However, clicking on the name and surname, that is, on the photo, does not lead to the biography of these persons. 
10 
      Finally, if you click on "Presse", a section of the website opens, where the persons who are part of the party's press office are presented with their names and photos, and contact information from the press office is also offered. (address, telephone, e-mail address). It also contains a field where the visitor can enter his data and subscribe to receive regular notifications from the party.  
       The website of the Christian Democratic Union of Germany contains no information/documents about the party's finances.16 

Considering the above, it can be concluded that the Christian Democratic Union of Germany has a lower degree of active transparency – while general information about the party is published, no information about finances is published. Also, in the section where the party's praesidium is presented, the members' biographies are not attached (only their names, surnames and photos).  
2.3. The Green Party
On the party website17 the options "What we fight for" (Wofür wir kämpfen) and "Who we are" (Wer wir sind) are presented in the upper left corner and "For the active" (Für Aktive), "Presse"(Presse) and "Support" (Unterstützen) – in green in the upper right corner. If we click on "What we are fighting for" (Wofür wir kämpfen) in the upper left corner, we come to a part of the website where the program goals of the party are presented. 
[image: ]
Excerpt from the Greens website: www.gruene.de (accessed 06/03/2024) 
The citizen can choose whether to read what the party's commitments are in all areas or is interested in a specific topic, as shown in the image above: filters can be used to choose whether the program will be displayed in all areas or a more specific area: climate and economy, justice, democracy and freedom, peace and security. 
If the option "Who are we" (Wer wir sind) is selected in the upper left corner we will reach a part of the website where we can select whether we want to see the members of the federal executive board (Unser Bundesvorstand) of the party as well as the ministers of the Greens in the Government of Germany (Unser Regierungsteam). Whichever option is chosen, a section will open where all these people are represented by name, surname and photo, and their biographies are also available. 
16 Or, if they are contained, they cannot be found with a standard few clicks.  
17 See: https://www.gruene.de/ (last access: 06/03/2024).
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In this same section, under the members of the federal executive board and the ministers in the Government, a field where the visitor can enter their information and subscribe to receive regular notifications from the party. 
If we move to the options in the upper right corner, the first is "For active" (Für Aktive). If you click on "Für Aktive" you can see more important events and dates, more important acts of the party (statute, adopted programs, decisions and resolutions), but also the party structure - the federal executive board, the party council and other bodies and working groups.  
If you click on "Presse" you can get information about the Press Office, the persons who are responsible for contact with the press (presented by name, surname and photo), but also other information - for example, the party's program for the elections of MEPs in June 2024. And if the rightmost option in the upper corner "Support" (Unterstützen) is selected, the visitor can donate to the party. 
It is also noted that on the website there is the option "Services" (Service) under which several clickable options are listed: contact (Kontakt), Federal Secretariat (Bundesgeschäftsstelle), donations and transparency (Spenden und Transparentz), protection system of whistleblowers (Hinweisgeber* Innen-System), jobs (Jobs), frequently asked questions (Häufig gestellte Fragen), English: What we stand for (English: Where we stand), imprint (Impressum), privacy (Datenschutz). If we click on "donations and transparency" (Spenden und Transparentz) we get to a section of the website where all party donors can be seen, from 2016 to 2021 (assuming other years not yet attached). Namely, the website visitor can select a region/district and get the corresponding digits. For example, one can see the donations received by the party in Berlin-Mite (a district within the city of Berlin) from individuals and legal entities (see image). 
[image: ]

Also, in the section on donations and transparency, you can see an overview of all sponsors of certain party events and activities and partners (by clicking on the option (Einnahmeüberscicht sämtlicher Aussteller, Sponsoren und Partner). Namely, you can select the appropriate event that you want to see it (for example, Bonn Conference in 2022) and open a .pdf document that lists all the companies and other entities that sponsored the event.  
At the end, in the section for donations and transparency, the contact information of the person responsible for fundraising and dialogue with the business community is left, where those interested can ask more questions. 
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3. Estonia

In Estonia, political parties are not explicitly mentioned as holders of information in the Public Information Act (Avaliku teabe seadus),18 which we can treat as a counterpart to the Macedonian Law on Free Access to Public Information.19 However, although they are not explicitly mentioned as holders of information, they are holders of information in terms of the way they use the funds they have received from the state budget or the local government budget. It follows from Article 3, para. 3, point 2 of the Law on Public Information which reads: 
"(3) The following are considered equal to the holders of information: 
1) Enterprises that have a dominant position on the market or special and exclusive rights or that are natural monopolies – in terms of information relating to the conditions and prices of goods and services and their changes; 
2) Sole traders, non-profit associations, foundations and companies - in relation to information on the use of funds from the state or local self-government budget for the performance of public duties or as support." 
Considering that the parties are non-profit associations, they fall under Article 3, para. 2, item 3 of the Public Information Act of Estonia.  
In the Law on Public Information of Estonia, the parties are, however, explicitly mentioned in one article, which is the article that stipulates which information and documents holders of information in the state must proactively publish. It is Article 28 of the Law on Public Information.20 This article (in paragraph 1, point 28) provides that the holders (who are competent to keep records) must publish lists of members of political parties. 
Due to this provision, on the website of the national business register21 members of all political parties can be seen and the website also has an English version. To see how many members every political party has, and who those members are, you should visit the section of the website that refers to political parties.22 It looks like this: 



  
18 An English version of this law is available at: https://www.riigiteataja.ee/en/eli/514112013001/consolide (last access: 15.04.2024). 
19 Because, unlike the RSM, in Estonia, this law stipulates the obligation to publish information in an open format, so that it can be reused. In S. Macedonia, the issue of the format in which the information is published is regulated in the Law on the use of data from the public sector (Official Gazette No. 27/2014). 
20 A counterpart to Article 10 of the Law on Free Access to Public Information of the RSM (Official Gazette No. 101/2019), which we will talk about in the following text.  
21 See: https://ariregister.rik.ee/ (last access: 15.04.2024). 
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Excerpt from the website of the National Business Register of Estonia:  
https://ariregister.rik.ee/eng (accessed on 15.04.2024) 
At the far right you can see that there is an option to click on "View List". Clicking on that option opens it a page showing all the members of a political party. In addition to being able to see the members of the political party, we can also download a list of members, with first and last name and number, in .pdf and .csv format. In that sense, Estonia is a rare, and perhaps the only, example of a country where the names of members of political parties are publicly announced. In North Macedonia, in comparison, there is no precise data on how many members the parties have. 
However, other information about each of the political parties, not just a list of members, can be seen on the website of the National Business Register. Namely, if we select a certain political party and click on it, a separate page with information about it opens. For example, clicking on the name of the Estonian Reform Party leads to a page where you can see the following information:  
• General information  
• Tax number  
• Information on which persons represent the party in legal transactions (members of the executive/management board) with specific specifications regarding the limitations of these persons when representing the party in legal transactions, contact information of the party  
• Annual (financial) reports of the party  
• Number of employees 
• Party owners, as well as  
• Documents that are important for the party (for example, minutes of sessions where members of party organs and bodies were elected).23 
22 See: https://ariregister.rik.ee/eng/political_party (last access: 15.04.2024). 
23 See: https://ariregister.rik.ee/eng/company/80043147 (last access: 17.04.2024). 
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Also, in .pdf format you can download all this information that can be seen on the web page itself.  
[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]
So, on the website of the national business register, citizens of Estonia can find almost everything they would be interested in regarding their political parties. 
Regarding the finances of political parties, in Estonia, information can also be found on the website of the Commission for Supervision of the Financing of Political Parties in Estonia.24 The website of this commission contains detailed information, in a searchable format, about the financial activities of political parties and election participants.25 The quarterly income reports of all political parties since 2013, the quarterly expenditure reports of  


24 More on this in: Sara Janeska, Misha Popović (2022), Best European Practices of Financial Transparency of Political Parties – Policy Brief, International Republican Institute and Societas Civilis Democracy Institute – Skopje, p. 3, accessed through: https://idscs.org.mk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/01-%D0%95european-practices-FT-designed FINAL-MK.pdf (last access: 04.04.2024 ). 
25 Ibid., p. 3.
15 
parties since 2014, as well as reports on the financing of election campaigns of political parties, election coalitions and independent candidates from 2013 until today.26 At the same time, expenses and income are shown by items, that is, you can see what was spent on (advertising, publications, etc.), that is, where the funds came from, date of payment, name/name and surname of the donor, etc.27 
Although citizens can find almost everything about political parties in Estonia on two websites of state authorities (the national business register and the Commission for Supervision of Political Party Financing), Estonian parties are also proactively transparent. In the following, we will offer an overview of the three largest parties in Estonia,28 that is we will see what they post on their web 
pages Estonian Reform Party (Eesti Reformierakond), Conservative People's Party of Estonia (Eesti Konservatiivne Rahvaerakond) and Estonia 200 (Erakond Eesti 200). 


3.1. Estonian Reform Party 
If we open the menu on the website of the Estonian Reform Party29 in the upper left corner, a page opens where more information about classified into groups:  

• Party information (Erakond) 
⮚ structure (General Assembly, Council, President, Board, Court of Honor, Audit Committee, Honorary President, headquarters) and, at the same time, for all bodies except for the General Assembly, the names and surnames of the members, photos and their biographies are given 
⮚ government (all officials from this party in the central and local government are presented with names, surnames, photos and biographies) 
⮚ values 
⮚ programs 
⮚ status 
⮚ coalition 
⮚ history of the party 

• News (Uudised)
⮚ opinions on certain topics 
⮚ podcast 
⮚ news articles 

• Information on how to involve the interested citizen - "Get Involved" (Löö kaasa) 
⮚ membership information and the opportunity to become a member through the website 
      ⮚ information on how to donate and the opportunity to donate  
⮚ a senior club and a women's club 
              ⮚ fan shop 
              ⮚ other information 
16 
• Contact information 
⮚ headquarters 
⮚ press contact 
⮚ regions. 
[image: ]
Excerpt from the website of the Estonian Reform Party:  
https://reform.ee/ (accessed on 17.04.2024) 
If one chooses to see more contact information for the party, one can see the first and last name of the general secretary, as well as the first and last names and contact information of the people who work in the press center.  
It is noted that there is no specific financial information available on this website, at least it cannot be reached with a standard few clicks, but the reason for this is the fact that all financial information is already available, in a searchable and machine-readable format, on the website of the state's Political Party Finance Oversight Commission.  
3.2. Conservative People's Party of Estonia 
The website of the Conservative Party of Estonia,30 at the top of the homepage itself, there is a menu, below there are the most important news and a calendar of events.  

26 Ibid., p. 4.  
27 Ibid., p. 4.  
28 By number of MPs. 
29 See: https://reform.ee/ (last access: 17.04.2024).
30 See: https://ekre.ee/ (last access: 17.04.2024). 
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Excerpt from the website of the Conservative People's Party of Estonia:  
https://ekre.ee/ (accessed on 17.04.2024) 
In the menu there are several options titled, under which different information is offered: 
• Party 
⮚ President (name, surname, photo, biography) 
⮚ Vice-presidents (name, surname, photo, biography of each vice-president) 
⮚ Board (name, surname, photo, biography of each member) 
⮚ Groups (working groups and other bodies) 
⮚ Statute 
⮚ Council 
⮚ Court of Honor 
⮚ Symbols of the party 
• Program 
⮚ Program for parliamentary elections in 2023 
⮚ National Defense Program 
⮚ Population Program 
⮚ Conservative Manifesto 
⮚ Conservative program 
⮚ Conservative vision 
⮚ Declarations
18 
• Districts (where you can see the party's local offices) 
• Young people 
• Union of Women 
• Becoming a member 
• Support 
• Contact 
In terms of its appearance, this website is one of the easiest to navigate and find the information you need. It is noted that no specific financial information is available on this website, at least not accessible with a standard few clicks, but we assume that this is due to the fact that all financial information is already available, in a suitable searchable and machine-readable format, on the website of the state Political Party Finance Oversight Commission.  
2.3.3. Estonia 200 
The political party Estonia 200 on its website, similarly to the previous two parties, offers information about the party itself, its structure, members of internal bodies, party working bodies and groups, and more.  
Under the word "Party" in the drop-down menu are the following options: party management, Statute, donations, membership fee, program, Estonian Women's Club 200. In terms of management, generally standard information is offered. But what is more interesting is that this party publishes the donations it receives and updates the information once a week. Donations are shown in tabular form: 
Excerpt from website  [image: ]
of the Conservative People's Party  
in Estonia: https://eesti200.ee/ 
(accessed on 17.04.2024)
19 
In addition to an overview of donations, information is offered here about the amount and method of payment of the membership fee, the women's club and the party's program. 
Under the option "Estonia 200 - Youth" you can find all relevant information about the youth branch of the party. Under "Values" can be found a narrative description of the party's core values. Finally, under the option "Plan for the new year" short-term measures and goals are given, divided into different areas (defense, economy, industry) of the party.
20 
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